
A VERY BIG WINDFARM AT 
SKERRYVORE

What will it mean for you and your children?



Protocol

• Please keep your questions until after the 
presentation so that they may be answered 
by the appropriate person

• Please remember that we are at an early 
stage in the process and some questions 
may not have detailed answers at this time

• Thank you.



What has the Trust been doing?

• Formed Argyll Renewables Communities (ARC)

• Holding frequent briefing meetings with SPR

• Lobbied Jim Mather, Jamie Hulme, Crown Estates, 
the Council, Scottish Government

• Commissioned preliminary research into impacts 

• Published findings of research

• Lobbying with the Council and Government for a 
Master Planning group for Tiree



What do we Want?

“It is critical that developers

understand the needs of 
this community”



So what’s it all about?

• Scottish Power Renewables are investigating 
a 300 – 500 turbine wind farm 5km off Tiree

• The Scottish Government like off-shore wind

• In 2011 SPR will decide whether to go for it

• If they do, they must submit planning 
applications in 2012

• We have a chance to influence the plans 
now



Three main messages:

1. This is a very, VERY big project – up to 
£6,000,000,000. And 20% of Scotland's total 
electricity need

2. This is a very complex project that will touch 
every part of all our lives

3. The community has to be involved.



The Cost

• Argyll & Bute Council annual budget £257m

• Whitelee wind farm: £350m

• Edinburgh Trams + M74 + Borders railway + 
Scottish Parliament Building: £1.92 billion

• Forth Crossing: £2.10 billion

Argyll Array will be one of the biggest 
infrastructure investments in Scotland

• London Olympics: £7.55 billion



Complexity

• Population
• Housing and Accommodation
• Jobs
• Core Services – school, health
• Transport – roads, harbours, airport
• Crofting, agriculture and fishing
• Businesses
• Environment
• Noise
• Cultural impact – way of life



Population

• Up to 100 Array jobs long term 
– Engineers, helicopter crew, office, warehousing

• With family up to 300 new people, 
including children 
– Home-comers? 

• Short term influx during construction
– Stationed off shore?

– Temporary camp on island?



Accommodation

• Will require a mix of new housing: one-bed 
apartments to 5 bed family homes. Where?

• Temporary accommodation for temporary 
workforce – where? What legacy?

• Office space: up to 4,000m2 of office and 
storage space required

• A large onshore terminal for power 
management and transmission



Jobs

• Some high–value direct employment 
opportunities: young people start training 
now!

• Indirect opportunities: services to the array 
and array staff, and through general 
expansion of local economy

• Possible reduction of tourism jobs, 
particularly in construction phase



Core Services

• Major school upgrade required for 40 + new 
pupils: additional classrooms and teachers

• Increased capacity & range of health 
services. ICU? A+E? Decompression?

• Emergency services including air-sea rescue?

• Major water and sewerage systems upgrade

• Broadband & Telecommunications !!



Transport

• Harbours: breakwater protection with space 
for 30m boats, required 2015

• Roads: increase in general traffic requires road 
upgrades

• Airport: several helicopters stationed here; 
new terminal building just for Array; storage 
buildings; hangars; aviation fuel storage



Crofting, Agriculture & Fishing

• Demand for land: new buildings, buried 
cable, wider roads, pylons

• Disturbance to livestock from increased 
air traffic?

• Closure of productive fishing grounds 
during construction phase



Businesses

• Year-round demand for accommodation 
and catering, but...

• Fall-off in summer tourist numbers??

• Construction, haulage, transport and 
retail all face increased demand

• Increased demand for leisure facilities –
what leisure facilities?



ENVIRONMENT

• Visual impacts – long and short term

• Noise impacts – long and short term

• Environmental constraints and lack of finance 
are the only things that can stop the project



Noise

Helicopter movements

• 300 x 2 x 2 x 4 = 4,800/265/2 = 9 a day

• 500 x 2 x 3 x 4 = 12,000/200 = 60 a day

Pile-driving ?



Way of Life

• We must take care to define and then 
protect those things most precious to us:

–Gaelic traditional culture

–Very low crime rates

–Beautiful and protected environment

–Peace

–Quality of life



A heads up

The government’s 
draft plan shows two 
additional potential 
areas (W1 and W2) 

Would Tiree be the 
base for these sites, 
too?



Next Steps - NOW

Developers:
• Survey work: environment and sea bed 

topography
• Preliminary planning work

Tiree:
• Commission independent research on detailed 

local economic and social impacts
• Respond to the Scottish parliament draft Plan
• Respond to SPR Scoping document
• Raise the cash to deal with all this



Next Steps – 2012-2015

Developers:
• Detailed planning work
• Site investigations
• Financing
• Planning applications and consents process
• Mobilisation 2015

Tiree:
• Detailed planning work
• Negotiation with developers and Government



Next Steps 2015+

2015 – 2018: Construction

2015 – 2055: Operation and maintenance

2050 – 2070: Refurbishment/decommissioning



What will be the Legacy?

When the Array is decommissioned after 2060, 
what will our grandchildren inherit from it?

Something like:

• Stevenson’s harbour at Hynish

• Reinforced concrete bunkers from the war

OR

• The airport                             



What did we Want?

“It is critical that developers understand the 
needs of communities and engage in 
appropriate public consultation in order to 
reflect the interests across communities.”

Scottish Government’s Renewable Energy Action Plan 2009



Who is going to TALK to us?

“Scotland has shown a strong Ministerial 
commitment and alignment across its 
agencies to make renewable energy planning 
decisions quickly; helping developers to make 
key business investment decisions; while 
ensuring local communities are engaged in the 
design of developments and the decision 
making process.”
Scottish Government’s Renewable Energy Action Plan 2009



Whose benefit?

“supportive local authorities and communities 
benefitting directly from offshore wind 
developments in their area through supply 
chain opportunities, and well sited 
developments working in harmony with their 
local environment.”

Scottish Government’s Renewable Energy Action Plan 2009



What are the next steps for us?

• Do you want to renew our mandate to 
continue pursuing the community’s best 
interest in this development?

• If so, we must appoint someone dedicated 
to doing this work

• Publish regular updates to keep you 
informed



Questions?
Organisation Representative
TIREE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TRUST Chairperson, Tish MacKinnon,

Board members,
Manager, Lloyd Gudgeon

ARGYLL & BUTE COUNCIL - Councillors Len Scoular (Spokesperson for Islands)
Donald McIntosh

ARGYLL & BUTE COUNCIL – Planning
Officers

Audrey Martin (Snr Planning & Development)
Fergus Murray (Development Policy Manager)

Chief Inspector Glen Bland Argyll Community Planning Partnership

SCOTTISH POWER RENEWABLES (SPR) Ralph Thornton (Senior Project Manager)
Morna Cannon (Assistant Project Manager)

SQW Energy (our specialist advisers) Jean Welstead

Highlands & Islands Enterprise Lucinda Gray (Snr Development manager)

Highland Health Board Dr David Bell (consultant)


